
“He said, ‘I’m on my way’, 
and he carried his things on 
his shoulder and was walk-
ing on the road towards 
our home,” said Shish Paul 
Chand. It was 2011 and Jus-
tin Bayley, who had recently 
met Ruby and Paul Chand, 
was staying in a group home 
while they were temporarily 
away. Paul said Justin knew 
they were coming back and 
continued to call until he 
heard from them. When 
Paul told Justin he’d be there 
at four p.m. to pick him up, 
it was then that Justin re-
sponded he was already en 
route. Justin, who was ex-
pected to stay with them for 
two weeks while they looked for another host fami-
ly, has been  living with the Chands for more than 10 
years now. 

This certainty, that the Chands’ home was the right 
place for Justin, was an echo of the sentiment felt by 
both Jason and Raymond, when the Chands became 
their host family. It’s now been 25 years that Jason 
McAuley, who has been living with Paul and Ruby 
since 1997, and Raymond Cantin, since 1998, have 
called the Chands residence home.

Host families open their home to individuals with a 
disability and help provide a caring, stable, and nur-
turing environment. “Twenty-five years ago they were 
looking for a family and they found a family,” said 
Ruby, “the connection was instant.” Although the 
Chands have provided a needed support system for 
Jason, Raymond, and Justin, she said the three men 
have brought as much to her and Paul’s life, as they 
have given to them. “First thing is, instantly there was 
bonding and connection, and the second thing is they 
have enriched our lives and we have enriched their 
lives. It works both ways, it never just works one way 
in any relationship,” said Ruby.

It’s a relationship that has taken them all through ma-
jor family moments from graduations, to weddings, 
to surviving a global pandemic together. The Chands 
said it was important for all of them to find ways 
during recent hard times to maintain connections 
with others. For the Chands, their connection to faith 
is the relationship they value most and have attributed 
God for brining them all together. “Both Paul and I, 
first and foremost, thank God for his grace and guid-
ance,” said Ruby.

One of the connections that has always been important 
to them, is continuing the relationship with Raymond, 
Jason, and Justin’s biological families. The Chands 
have always supported each of them in maintaining 
the relationship and connection to their family roots, 
often inviting them into their own family events.

 “This is how learning has never 
stopped [for all of us],” said Ruby.

The Chands: 25 Years As A Host Family



“Nobody can say we are not a family,” said Ruby. 
“Their families visit often and we [all] spend time to-
gether, so that extended family connection is there.” 
This has not only allowed Raymond, Jason, and Jus-
tin to continue to have a relationship with their bi-
ological families, it has also expanded the Chands 
family.

“We have become their family and they have become 
our family,” said Paul. “We have become so close to 
each other, anytime they need help we are there, we 
have become an extended united family. For us, it 
wasn’t a commitment we were doing in regards to 
money. From the beginning, there is no difference 
between our children and them, we have treated 
them like our own children.”

For the Chands being able to join in big life moments 
with Raymond, Justin and Jason have not only been 
joyful, but a learning experience. As a family, their 
traveling experiences read like a cliff notes synopsis 
of ‘Where in the World is Carmen San Diego’. Start-
ing from Point Pelee all the way to Ottawa, Orlando, 
New York, Montreal, Niagara Falls, Mackinac Island, 
Las Vegas, Hoover Dam, Arizona, Chicago, Cleve-
land, Tennessee, London, Los Angeles, and Wash-
ington, to name a few of their destinations. 

Ruby said for the three gentlemen, travelling has fos-
tered a learning experience that has widened their 
circle, while allowing Ruby and Paul to see things 
from a new perspective. “This is how learning has 
never stopped [for all of us],” said Ruby.  “Going 
different places, travelling and meeting new people, 
getting involved in different activities, learning re-
sponsibilities, and learning new things, like the cul-
ture and  values. We have never experienced some-
thing so rewarding and joyful as being with them.”

The life Jason, Raymond, and Justin have lived over 
the last quarter-century, is apparent in the men they 
have become. Their abilities, the connections they 
have made, and the joy they have brought to the 
Chand family can be seen in the affection they all 
have for each other. “See how much improvement 
[has happened] in their life in 25 years,” said Ruby. 
“We don’t have to say, [the impact it has had], it can 
be seen. They have a connection with the family 
from small to now, [these connections] are what has 
taught them a lot and taught us also. Look at the hap-
piness, the joy on their faces, that itself tells a story.”


